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SPRING SEMESTER 2007 
COURSE SYLLABUS 
Director: Dr. David Cody 




The University of Montana Women’s Chorus is open to all female students enrolled at UM.  The only requirement to participate in 
this choir is an ability to match pitch (or sing on key).  The choir rehearses Mondays and Wednesdays from 1:10 – 2:00PM.  Grading 
is based on record of attendance at rehearsals and our public performance listed below: 
 
Performance:  Monday, April 23 in the Music Recital Hall (Dress Rehearsal 6pm, Concert 7:30pm) 
 
About the UM Women’s Chorus 
 The UM Women’s Chorus was founded in 1996.  Since then, the choir has performed in a variety of musical styles, from 
traditional sacred and secular choral classics to contemporary pieces, to arrangements of pop and musical theater songs.  Any choral 
ensemble’s success depends upon each member’s serious commitment and contribution.  It is essential, therefore, that each member of 
the choir attends every rehearsal (and arrives on time).  Soon after the semester begins, I will have an assigned seating arrangement, so 
that each of you will get used to the voices around you, and the ensemble will begin to solidify.  Throughout the semester you must 
learn to listen as you sing, making adjustments for balance, blend and musicality.  Above all, we want to enjoy ourselves making 
music, exploring new styles of music and expression, and make new friends. 
 
Attendance Policy 
 Grades are based primarily on attendance, which calls for the following policy:  
 
  Each member of the choir is allowed two unexcused absences for the semester, without affecting the grade.  Each absence 
 beyond that will lower the grade one letter.  In the event of an illness or an emergency, which prevents you from attending a 
 rehearsal, notify the instructor prior to the rehearsal in question.  (If you are unable to give prior notice, contact the instructor as 
 soon as possible) 
 
  In the event of an illness or emergency I will, of course, excuse you from attendance at rehearsal.  Several absences which result 
from the above circumstances, however, may necessitate your dropping the course.  I will also excuse you for university-sanctioned 
events (music ensemble tours, field trips, athletic games or meets in which you are a participant).  For these, I will need a written 
excuse from your instructor or coach.  If you have a cold or other minor illness which prevents you from singing, but you can 
otherwise come to classes, you may still attend rehearsal (sit in the back of the room and follow along in your score).   I do not 
consider the following to be legitimate excuses for missing rehearsal: 
 
 Make-up exams or study sessions for another class 
 Travel plans before and after spring vacation 
 Doctor’s Appointments 
 
Music Scores 
 You will be responsible for keeping your music and folder for the semester.  You must bring these to every rehearsal, and keep 
them in good condition.  You may write in your score, but only in pencil.  At the end of the semester, I will assess your final grade 
when I have received all of your music and your folder. 
 
 
Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code: 
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the course instructor 
and/or disciplinary sanction by the University.  All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code.  The Code is 
available for review online at www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/Index.cfm/page/1321.  
 
